Cupar’s Fruit and blossom group (FAB)

Meeting Date: 11/06/2014 19:30
Location: Cupar Fire Station Meeting Room, Cupar
Present: Debbie Payjack, Andy Collins, Norma, Bryan Rollo, Sarah Davidson, Joy Rice, Karen Nichols, Nicky Allison, Karen Marjoram
1. Orchard Walk

Drainage/Sewage issue: Sarah has contacted the council who in turn contacted Scottish Water.   They came and filled in the holes but it wasn't a proper fix. Inevitably the problem has returned.  The council called Scottish Water three times but got no response so Sarah has phoned SEPA.  They are coming to visit the site on 19 June at 09:30.  SEPA will probably contact Campion Homes who built the adjoining development.

Action: Debbie and Andy volunteer to meet with SEPA.

Community Orchard:  Circles are needed round the trees  as the weeds are starting to grow.  Sarah has contacted someone who can provide dung, but it needs to be picked up from Star and we may need to bag it.  Bryan queried if the dung would provide much benefit to the trees at this time of the year,  but Sarah thought it would help keep a circle clear round each of the trees.

Action: Debbie volunteered to pick up the dung in her trailer.

Orchard Walk:  There's lots of growth along the walk which could be managed.  Could we look at a day where we get help from other groups?

Publicity:  We could look at putting together a poster re volunteers.  The group who went to the CLEAR project at Buckhaven were very impressed with what they'd done.  The poster would need to incorporate the Sustainable Cupar logo and also have the charity number on the bottom

Scottish Natural Heritage may have some help they can give us re interpretation boards.

If we can raise awareness in Cupar that the Orchard is a community orchard this may help prevent the problems last year where the feeling was that one or a small number of individuals picked a lot of the fruit in a short space of time.

Action: Nicky to ask her children to help with a design for a poster.
Action: Karen N to look into Interpretation

Event:  6 July 11:00 – 13:00  Summer pruning and clearing.



2. Tomato Plants
£200 pounds was raised. Thank you Bryan for all your hard work.

3. Bee Event
Very successful, two swarms happened on the day,  Bryan's son is expecting 15 hives this year.


4. Publicity
McQuitys had a second hand shop at the B&M taxi's for a while.   Could we use the space, not as a shop but as a place to advertise Sustainable Cupar as it's now empty?

Action: Sarah to email and ask the question.

5. Buckhaven
Everyone enjoyed the visit.  CLEAR has been going for seven years now.

6. Elmwood Plot
Huge red currants at the moment,  if people go to pick fruit could they also do a bit of weeding whilst they're there (Please don't pull out the blackcurrant cuttings as weeds by accident).  The gooseberry died,  it might be possible to fit 3 more gooseberry bushes in.  We could do with a book to document the amount of fruit produced.  Bryan has said it's damp enough re watering at the moment.

7. Stratheden

The two meetings have taken place,  we could possibly do more than an orchard.  The thought is a fruit garden with therapeutic areas.

Rabbits are likely to be a problem.

The area of the site is 100m by 45m.  The path needs removing and we'd need to look at Fences, levelling and gates.

There's likely to be a further meeting at the end of June to discuss the way forward,  It would be good if the project could tie in with 2016 and the 150th Celebrations for Stratheden.


8. Calendar

6 July 11:00 – 13:00 – Community Orchard for Summer Pruning

26 October  - Apple pressing Community Orchard.  Details TBC  Karen N is taking on an organisational role.

The group would also like a workshop on making items from the garden from recycled objects ( we're all in awe of Bryan's up-cycled trampoline frames which now house his raspberry canes and vegetable garden).  Watch this space!

9. Next meeting date

13/08/2014 19:30 Cupar Fire Station Meeting Room

